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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application in light of the following discussion is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 1, 3-7, and 1 1 are pending in the present application. Claims 1 and 1 1 are 
amended by the present response. Support for changes to the claims can be found in 
disclosure as originally filed. Thus, no new matter is added. 

In the outstanding Office Action, Claims 1, 3-7, 1 1 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Cocotis et al (U.S. Patent Publication No. 20030078965, 
herein Cocotis ) in view of Miller et al (U.S. Patent Publication No. 20020023959, herein 
Miller ) and further in view of Parry (U.S. Patent No. 7,075,668). 

Initially, Applicants wish to thank Examiner Shin for the telephonic interview of June 
24, 2008 in which a new Office Action was requested. 

Addressing now the rejection of Claims 1, 3-7, 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as 
unpatentable over Cocotis , Miller and Parry , this rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Amended Claim 1 recites, in part, 

wherein the printing management sever includes: 

a receiving unit, which receives a printing request of an 
electronic file, via said network; 

an identification pattern generating unit, which 
generates identification patterns, including information 
concerning a storing place of the electronic file and 
information concerning a printing condition of the electronic 
file, based on the received printing request of the electronic 
file , the printing condition including at least one of a sheet size, 
a printing quantity, a black and white/color printing selection, a 
reduction ratio and a quantity of pages N, the quantity of pages 
N corresponding to the number of pages to be placed on a 
single page in N-up printing ; and 

a sending unit, which sends back said identification 
pattern to the user terminal, via said network, and 

the printing apparatus includes: 

a reading unit, which reads identification pattern output 
by a user terminal; 

an electronic file obtaining unit, which obtains an 
electronic file from said electronic file management server, via 
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said network, based on the read identification pattern and 
extracts information concerning the printing condition of the 
electronic file from said identification pattern; and 

a printing unit, which prints the obtained electronic file 
based on the extracted information concerning the printing 
condition. 

Claim 1 1 recites a corresponding method claim. 

Cocotis describes a system for printing over a network. However, as is acknowledged 
on page 6 of the outstanding Action, Cocotis does not disclose an identification pattern 
generating unit, which generates identification patterns, including information concerning a 
printing condition of an electronic file and information concerning a printing condition of the 
electronic file, based on the received printing request of the electronic file, the printing 
condition including at least one of a sheet size, a printing quantity, a black and white/color 
printing selection, a reduction ratio and a quantity of pages N, the quantity of pages N 
corresponding to the number of pages to be placed on a single page in N-up printing. 

Nevertheless, the outstanding Action relies on Miller as curing the deficiencies of 
Cocotis with regard to the identification pattern generating unit recited in Claim 1 . 

Miller describes a product, document, identification tag, a part or piece of equipment, 
coupon, license, form, manual and book, etc. are represented as a bar code. Further, for 
example, the URL of an appropriate network site, an item description, and electronic 
commerce opportunity, advertisement, and a product review, etc can correspond or be 
associated with a bar code. 

However, Miller does not describe or suggest information concerning a printing 
condition of the electronic file, the printing condition including at least one of a sheet size, a 
printing quantity, a black and white/color printing selection, a reduction ratio and a quantity 
of pages N, the quantity of pages N corresponding to the number of pages to be placed on a 
single page in N-up printing, as is recited in Claim 1. 
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Nevertheless, the outstanding Action has cited Parry as curing the deficiencies of 

Cocotis and Miller with regard to the claimed invention and particularly with regard to the 

printing condition of the electronic file. 

Parry describes a printing system which includes a barcode. Further, as is described in 

col. 4, lines 1-14, Parry describes that the barcode may include printer insert information, this 

printer insert information includes coordinates within a portion of the master document, such 

as a page, at which the network document is to be inserted. 

However, Parry never describes or suggests information concerning a printing 

condition of the electronic file, the printing condition including at least one of a sheet size, a 

printing quantity, a black and white/color printing selection, a reduction ratio and a quantity 

of pages N, the quantity of pages N corresponding to the number of pages to be placed on a 

single page in N-up printing, as is recited in Claim 1. 

Moreover, with the printing management system of Claim 1, a user terminal can send 

a print request to a print management server; the print management server can generate a 

display identifier based on the print request and send it back to the user terminal; the user 

terminal can display the display identifier; and the printing apparatus can read the display 

identifier and perform printing with the corresponding print conditions based on the read 

display identifier, the printing conditions including at least one of a sheet size, a printing 

quantity, a black and white/color printing selection, a reduction ratio and a quantity of pages 

N, the quantity of pages N corresponding to the number of pages to be placed on a single 

page in N-up printing. 

Accordingly, even if the printing apparatus and the print management server are not 

directly connected, and settings for the printing apparatus are not otherwise communicated to 

the print management server, the printing apparatus can still print electronic files with the 

proper printing conditions. The cited references do not disclose such a function or capability. 
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Thus, for at least these reasons, Claim 1 and similarly Claim 11, and the claims 
dependent therefrom, patentably distinguish over Cocotis, Miller and Parry . 

Consequently, in light of the above discussions, the outstanding grounds for rejection 
are believed to have been overcome. The application is believed to be in condition for formal 
allowance. An early and favorable action to that effect is respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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